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April 2, 2020 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 On March 17, 2020, I sent a letter to you all cancelling in-
person worship services through April 1.  Today, regretfully, I 
must extend that cancellation through the month of April.  This 
will include Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter services.   
 
 I have been participating in weekly meetings via Zoom vid-
eo with the Bishop, the Canon, and other parishes that lack clergy.  
As some of you may have seen, the Bishop has cancelled services 
in Shelby County “for the foreseeable future.”  I also had a brief 
meeting with the vestry via Zoom video yesterday evening.  After 
discussion, we decided that it was best to cancel the services given 
the continuing severity of the COVID-19 pandemic and the rapidly 
rising number of cases in the State of Tennessee.  However, rather 
than leaving the question as to when we will be able to reconvene 
for in-person worship open, it was decided we will revisit this 
question toward the end of April and make a decision then as 
whether to extend the cancellations or not. 
 
 Holy Week and Easter are our most important holidays.  
They represent the very heart of our faith: the promise of resurrec-
tion with the Father after our mortal death.  It grieves me greatly to 
take these measures.  This fall, our pledge campaign demonstrated 
the difficulties this parish has overcome in the past.  Mrs. Pat Craig 
will need to update her curriculum to include this difficult episode 
for future generations.  I am confident that we will survive this as 
well.  Our resurrected life at St. Luke’s has been assured through 
our Lord and Savior.  

 In the interim, please follow the guidelines set forth by health professionals.  Stay out of public as much 
as possible, and if you do go out, engage in social distancing.  Wash your hands frequently.  Check on each 
other.  If you have needs, please let us know.  Pray for those of us that must continue in our work – medical 
professionals, first responders, and others that perform essential functions.   
 
 During this time, we are providing links to various online worship offerings, from the National Cathe-
dral to our own reading of the Passion Gospel.  Utilize those as much as needed.  And if you are able, please do 
not neglect your financial support for the Parish as well.  Mail in your pledges or drop them in the mail box 
outside the office door.  We have installed a locking mail box to facilitate this.  In addition, we will be rolling 
out methods for online payment as well. 
 
 I look forward with anticipation to the time we are able to gather again, to celebrate the Risen Christ, to 
embrace each other in the love of Christ.  Over the past several months, the many visiting priests have noted 
the enthusiasm with which we exchange the Peace, how there is no corralling us back into the pews until we 
are done.  Imagine the Peace on the day we return!   
        In Christ, 
        Lee R. Sparks 
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The Lectionary: Year A 

 

April 5th: Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
Liturgy of the Palms 

Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 
Liturgy of the Word 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 
Psalm 31:9-16 

 
April 9th: Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-14 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31c-35 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

 
April 10th: Good Friday 

Isiah 52:13-53:12 
Hebrews 10:16-25 
John 18:1-19:42 

Psalm 22 
 

April 11th: The Great Vigil of Easter  
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Exodus 14:10-31;15:20-21 
Isaiah 55:1-11 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Romans 6:3-11 

Psalm 114 
Matthew 28:1-10 

 
April 12th: Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43 
Colossians 3:1-4 

John 20:1-18 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 
April 19th: Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a,22-32 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 
Psalm 16 

 
April 26th: Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 

April Birthdays 
Carter Roberts    4-Apr 
Phil Bogard    6-Apr 
Ruthie Bray    6-Apr 
Arlene Pope    6-Apr 
Dennis Ward    8-Apr 
Rick McCune    9-Apr 
Sabrina Sparks    9-Apr 
Dave Seltzer    14-Apr 
Janie Carp    18-Apr 
Carroll Moss    18-Apr 
John Caterina    20-Apr 
Matteo D'Orio    20-Apr 
Jon Corey Ford    20-Apr 
Ruth Oliver    20-Apr 
Janis Shelton    20-Apr 
William Shelton    21-Apr 
Robby Wake    23-Apr 
Mae Chattin    26-Apr 
Thomas Oliver    26-Apr 
Jacqueline Purcell   27-Apr 
Amy Turner    28-Apr 
Owen Gwathmey   29-Apr 
Chuck Humphrey   29-Apr 

April Anniversaries  
Jason & Caroline Wells   4/1/2006 
Chuck & Jacqueline Purcell  8-Apr 
John & Vikki Neblett              4/11/2000 
Hamilton & Melissa Moore             4/15/1992 
Michael & MaryGlenn Hartup             4/16/2005 
Irvin & Vicki Rainey                           4/17/1999 
Mr. & Ms. Parker                           4/20/2013 
Jeffery & Victoria Lake                           4/24/1993 
Michael & Jessica D'Orio             4/25/2000 
James & Doris Martin                           4/26/1990 
Lee R. & Sabrina Sparks*             4/28/2007 

Scholarship Applications 
The applications for the  

Meredith Undergraduate College Scholarship and 
for the Ruth and Harry Woodbury Graduate  

Fellowship are now available in the Narthex and in 
the office. The application deadline is April 23rd, 

2020. If you have any questions please contact Tom 

DeWitt at twdewitt@charter.net. 
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How Lent was Spent 
 

 It is almost time to celebrate the culmination of our Lord and Savior’s ministry and put 
Lent behind us. The last few weeks of Lent in 2020 will certainly be memorable considering 
the drastic differences in our way of living. In a time of communal worship, study, and prayer 
we are now physically separated indefinitely. I am certain the state of our nation and our current 
environment has made it very difficult to focus on our relationships with God, family, and our 
neighbors. The key for us all is to not lose focus on the principles and rituals of our faith and 
practice them when we can; our leadership is providing a great deal of material and online 
events to conclude the Lenten season. 

Our family is anxiously waiting for test results for COVID-19; we have been potentially 
exposed. We are quarantined until these results return and possibly longer. The only response to 
this is to isolate our family for the sake of those that are at greatest risk and keep in mind that 
this is only temporary. We are grateful for St. Luke’s leadership and parishioners reaching out 
with online resources. It is easy to allow our worries about the unknown to have an adverse ef-
fect on our relationships with God and one another. Despite these being the times that we as 
Christians need to rely on these relationships the most.  

 Attitudes and opinions concerning the current situation of our family, our parish, and our 
nation vary. Despite these differences, let us be sure that in wisdom we err on the side of cau-
tion during these times. There is a large part of our population that is depending on us to do so. 
God gives us his mercy each day; it does not take much effort to show some too. If we can all 
put into place good practices concerning this virus, we can all wave palms together soon. 

 Before we know it; we will be lining the street on Palm Sunday. We will be imagining 
the intimate scene of the washing of the Apostles feet before the Last Supper on Maundy Thurs-
day. We will be solemnly remembering our Lord’s crucifixion on Good Friday and praising Je-
sus Christ for defeating death for us all on Easter. Let us all be sure that we are using our time 
of isolation during Lent to prepare our hearts by acknowledging the great impact the Christ has 
had on our world and the one to come. Could you imagine a world in chaos without the impact 
of the life of Christ? 

 No matter where we are, this Good Friday we will line a dusty road to watch a tortured 
Nazarene struggle to carry a wooden cross to his certain death. We all know the name of this 
carpenter and what he has been accused of; the whispers in the crowd have told us so, and some 
of us have been moved by his words during his ministry. As he begins to stagger in his weak-
ened physical condition to complete his purpose; are we moved by love and compassion? We 
are weak, and we are flawed, but God continues to provide us opportunities to redeem our-
selves; this fact is undeniable. This Easter season, may we all step out from the crowd and meet 
the Nazarene in the road and lift him up because he is doing the work we cannot. He knows we 
cannot carry his cross all the way to Golgotha; all he asks is that we recognize our inability to 
do so. We will continue to fail our God; but by ceasing these moments in the road, we will find 
our redemption and may inadvertently aid the Creator in saving us all. 

 

Chuck Humphrey, 
Youth Minister 

“For we rejoice when we ourselves are weak but you are strong; this we also pray for, that you 
be made complete.”  - 2 Corinthians 13:9 
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   RIFA Snack Backpack 

As we are unable to meet and the stay 
at home order in place, we recommend 
if you wish to give go to RIFA’s web-

site and give directly to them. 

Recycling News 
 

 
There will be no  
recycling pickup for April.  

Pet Supplies Drive for  
Downtown Dogs Group 

We are going to be collecting 
cat food again as the need is 
great, but this will continue in 
May as we are not meeting at 
this time.  

Room in the Inn 
This month we are hosting Room in 

the Inn on April 12th,  
at First Methodist  

Room in the Inn 
 

Our outreach partners at ARM have reached out 
concerning some immediate needs for Room in the 
Inn. They have moved all hosting across the street to 
First Methodist Church through April. There are 
some nights for which food, food service, and over-
night volunteers are still needed: 
 
Monday, April 13 
Monday, April 27 
Wednesday, April 29  
 
If you are able, you could volunteer time, but if you 
are wanting to help but still social distance yourself, 
you could always send food by way of delivery from 
one of our many local restaurants who are still oper-
ating. This supports both the need of Room in the 
Inn and supports our local businesses at the same 
time! There is also direct giving, through Vimno or 
Paypal. If you have any questions, please contact 
Rachel Guyer at 904-868-2165 or Mary Anne Gucker 
at 731-989-3744.   

ComeUnity Café 
 

During this time of unknown and many resources 
closing, we need to remember our bothers and 
sisters who do not have a home to stay safe in.  

ComeUnity Café continues to remain open at this 
time feeding those who otherwise would not have 

a meal. With RIFA unable to serve at this time, 
this is one of the only resources many of this 

community have. 
Please consider going onto their Facebook page 
and making a donation for them to remain open 

and serve our community.  
 

Grocery Pickup  
If you are unable to get out to 

go pickup groceries please 
contact Allison at the  

office  Allison@estlukes.org.  
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Find us on Facebook, too! 

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  -  Welcoming All To Worship the Risen Christ and Live As His 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 


