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Rev. Jeffrey Samuel 
Priest-in-Charge—jeffrey@estlukes.org 
 
Cody Blue Miller 
Organist/Choirmaster -  cody@estlukes.org  
 
Chuck Humphrey 
Youth Minister - chumphr4@gmail.com 
   
Allison Shull 
Parish Administrator—allison@estlukes.org 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 

 Happy Advent Season to all of you, and I hope you 
all had a great thanksgiving. The Advent time indicates 
that we need to prepare ourselves for the second coming 
of Jesus Christ into this world because he is coming soon. 
This season is all about reflecting on how we can prepare 
our hearts and homes for Christ's birth in the world as it is 
today. It is a time for faith communities and families to re-
member, through prayer, reflections, special music, and 
good deeds, what the true meaning of Jesus' birth is. 
As we know, we had suspended the first Advent in-person 
service due to everyone's health safety. However, we are 
going to continue our regular in-person services on De-
cember 6th. We will have both the services at 8:00 am and 
10:30 am in the Church. 
 
  We will be celebrating St. Nicholas's feast on the 
Second Advent Sunday in the Church. We have catego-
rized all four Advent Sundays with the different ministries 
working in the Church just for recognition. Therefore, the 
ECW will light the Second Advent candle, and they will 
participate and lead all the required duties during the ser-
vice.  
 Covid-19 cases are surging day by day, so these cir-
cumstances push us to be extra careful and vigilant—while 
we are going through this crazy time. We have already 
been taking all the necessary precautions, which is the ut-
most need of this time. I want to invite everyone to come 
for in-person services at the Church. However, if you have 
a fever, flu, sneezing, and body ache, or any kind of symp-
toms that could cause problems for others— in this condi-
tion, I would request you please stay at home and join our 
online service on our church website. Moreover, if you are 
not comfortable taking the Holy Communion, you can re-
main seated at your place and pray. 
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The Lectionary: Year b 
 

December 6th—Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Mark 1:1-8 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

 
December 13th—Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8,19-28 
Psalm 126 

 
December 20th—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

 
December 24th—Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

Psalm 96 
 

December 25th—Christmas Day 
Isaiah 62:6-12 

Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:1-20 

Psalm 97 
 

December 27th—First Sunday After  Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
John 1:1-18 
Psalm 147 

December Birthdays 
 

Jackie Foxx  December 2nd 
Hamilton Moore December 4th 
Lindsay Wilhite December 4th 
Mary Beth Seltzer December 5th 
Maggie Shelton December 5th 
Lina Bowyer  December 6th 
Gioia Carp  December 6th 
Clayton Williams December 6th 
Hunter Thompson December 9th 

Madeline Flynt December 10th 
Harry Ecoff  December 11th 
Jack Wilhite  December 11th 
Jovi Humphrey December 12th 
Emma Cruse   December 14th 
Bruce Hamilton December 16th 
Joseph Kendrick December 16th 
Romona Garner December 18th 
Mary Timmerman December 19th 
Leila Frankland December 22nd 
Glen Rognstad December 22nd 
Philip Dunn  December 25th 
Lucy Butler  December 27th 
Gary Wake  December 27th 
Edward Hazlehurst December 29th 
Iain Jackson  December 29th 
Meredith Simmons December 29th 

December Anniversaries 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Carter Stainback December 18th 

Sunday, December 13th, Canon Alexander 
will be joining us for the service and preach-

ing the sermon. 



 

Our annual service at the RIFA Soup Kitchen is coming up in December. We will be serving 
there December 14th—18th. As usual we will have two shifts, a morning shift for food prep 
and an afternoon serving shift. There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, as well as a sign 
up sheet on the website. If you have questions, please contact the office or Susan Francisco. 
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Downtown Dogs Group 
For December they need can or dry dog and cat 

food. Treats, cat litter, toys. Anything is appreciated. 

As always donations of Kroger gift cards are wel-

comed as well. 

Backpack Snacks 
This month we will be col-
lecting ramen  for the Back-

pack snack program.  

Carl Perkins Angel Tree 
 

The Carl Perkins Angel Tree is up now! You 
can come by and get a name or if you would 
like, contact Allison at the office and she can 

send you a name! We need the gifts to be back 
at the church by December 15th. If you have 

any additional questions, please contact  
Johnathan Kendrick at  

kendrickfloral@yahoo.com. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We are once again taking up a Christmas collection for our homeless neighbors at Room in the Inn. 
All donations received will go toward purchasing warm clothing for this cold time of year that has be-
come more challenging due to the current pandemic. Please give generously to help those served by 
this critical ministry. You can give online through the giving website and selecting  Room in the Inn.  
 
Blessings to all, 
Rachel Guyer 
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Recycling Program Modifications 
In 2012  I began helping Gerald Holt (aka, Gerald Holt Recycling Program) doing paper recy-
cling.   In 2014 and after the death of Gerald, we added cardboard, plastic, and aluminum to 
the program mainly because all the commodities were accepted at the same center. We were 
getting four cents per pound for cardboard and paper, one cent per pound for plastic and tin 
cans, and forty-five cents per pound for aluminum.  All proceeds were paid directly to St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church from the recycling center. Then the Recycling  company was sold to 
a new person. 
Recently the Coronavirus has caused the recycling industry in Jackson to close to the public 
for three months. The  new owner of “All Fiber Recycling” made changes to the system that 
has complicated our recycling process.  All Fiber Recycling, LLC is a privately owned com-
pany that have recently purchased several other recycling companies in the West TN area. In 
the past few months, they have relocated the drop-off locations for each separate commodity.                 
Today the center is  accepting Plastic, changed the exchange rate to two cents a pound for pa-
per and cardboard, has moved the metal division to a different location, dropped the alumi-
num price to twenty-three cents per pound, and moved the plastic collection to North Jackson. 
These changes have caused our travel distance to increase from 20 miles, to 35 miles not to 
mention the increased time. This week they announced they will no longer be accepting 
plastic after 11/22/20’.   
Therefore, I have decided that I’m getting too old to continue this service as a scheduled pro-
gram. Chuck Humphrey and his son Nash have been assisting with the collections from 
Walgreens, and Ace Hardware, and  Sunday collections   I have been making all the drop-offs 
to the recycle centers and this service should continue with all proceeds going to the Church. 

  We need help for “Paper Sunday” collections, or the pro-
gram will terminate.  After reaching the eighth decade in my life it is impossi-

ble to climb and handle the loads I had previously accomplished with ease. Without new and 
young, capable participants the program will terminate.                                                                  
Please leave your name and number with the church office if you are willing to manage or 
help with the Sunday recycle-collection program.  
Thanks for your support, Harry Ecoff 

- continued from page one 
 I want to encourage all of you to trust in the Lord while we are going through a chaotic 
time. I know, sometimes it seems complicated to understand how God will help us to save us 
from this pandemic. On the other hand, we hear and come across all the news that scares us. 
Especially during this period, we need to focus on the time when Egyptians were stuck in the 
plagues, but God's people who were living in Goshen's land were saved. How? Because God 
instructed them to take the Lamb's blood and put it on the two doorposts so that they would be 
saved. Today we need Jesus' blood in our life to protect us every day and every moment. In this 
challenging time, my prayers are with you, be safe, be healthy, and be strong in Christ, and en-
joy the beautiful season of Christmas.      
 
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our savior.  
Jeffrey+     
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Please come join us on the 2nd Sunday of Advent for a special St. Nicholas program at 9:00am. 
Help us celebrate this tradition with the young and old kids alike. Please let us know in ad-

vance, if your children plan to attend. 
 
 

 
 

On Tuesday December 15th we will meet at St. Luke’s at 6:00pm and caravan to parishioners’ 
homes who may not be able to attend in-person services. Our youth have been working on sev-
eral songs over the past few weeks and are excited to perform for our parishioners.  Please join 
us to bring Christmas joy to our church community through song, followed by a homily from 

Father Samuels. Each family or individual will be asked to drive separately and bring masks to 
be cautious.  

 

 
 

On Sunday December 20th we will be acting out the Feast of Lights pageant during the normal 
time devoted to the sermon during our service. Also our children will be performing the duties 
of ushers, lectors, and candle lighters. We ask that the youth meet on Friday December 18th  at 
6pm to rehearse and organize the wardrobe for the pageant. Please bring your kids to partici-

pate in wonderful St. Luke’s tradition. 



Christmas Service Schedule  
    

December 6th—Second Sunday of Advents—the Feast of St. Nicholas 
ECW Sunday 

8 am & 10:30 am Services 
9 am  A Feast of St. Nicholas program in the Parish Hall 

  
December 13th—Third Sunday of Advent 

Young Professionals Sunday & a Visit from Canon Alexander 
8 am & 10:30 am Services  

  
December 16th—Wednesday Night 

6pm  Lessons and Carols 
  

December 20th—Last Sunday of Advent 
Children’s Sunday 

8 am & 10:30 am Services 
The 10:30 service will feature the Feast of Lights 

  
Thursday, December 24th—Christmas Eve 

4 pm Service 
10:30 pm Service 

  
Friday, December 25th—Christmas Day 

10:30 am Service 
  

December 27th—First Sunday after Christmas 
8 am & 10:30 am Services 

  
Friday, January 1st—New Year’s Day 

4 pm Service 
  

Each Sunday of Advent we are having members from some of our ministries serve 
during this special season.  All services and programs will be held safely, with 

mask required, social distancing maintained.  
If you attend any of these services and are unable to find a safe place to sit in the 
Nave, we also stream the service in our Parish Hall where there is plenty of space 

to hold all those who wish to join us.  
 Per Diocesan guidelines, we are not allowed to serve any food or beverage items, 

nor at this time can we offer nursery services. 
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Merry Christmas to all of you 
"She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus because he 

will save his people from their sins." (Matthew 1:21). 
Jesus' birth is a huge miracle for the whole world. It was the good news from the 
Angels that Messiah was to born in the world. Angels said to Joseph; you would 

name him Jesus because He will save His people from their sins. It has been great 
news for the entire world. The purpose of Jesus' coming is not only obvious in the 

Bible, but it has also been reflected in Jesus' name. 
There are two things which we need to focus on here. First, Jesus' name, and sec-
ond, Jesus' sacrifice because we have all been saved through His blood. The word 

Jesus means "The Savior," which is a unique name, and it has power, authority, 
and grace, which we can see through his work. Whenever we call Jesus' name, 

miracles happen, lives are changed; therefore, this is a powerful name. 
Secondly, we need to remind ourselves that He is the perfect lamb who takes away 
the sins of the world. The purpose of Jesus' coming is to rescue us from the power 

of darkness and transform us into God's kingdom. Scripture says, "For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life." If we invite Jesus Christ to be born in 

our lives instead of the manger and begin this New Year with His Powerful name, 
we will incredibly be prosperous in our lives. May God bless you and be with you 

all during this pandemic. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year! 
Servant of Christ. 

Fr. Jeffrey Samuel. 
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Find us on Facebook, too! 

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  -  Welcoming All To Worship the Risen Christ and Live As His 

 
 
 

 

  

Christmas Flowers 
 

I/We wish to contribute toward the Christmas Flowers in memory of 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
I/We wish to contribute toward the Christmas Flowers in honor of 
  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
I/We wish to contribute toward the Christmas Flowers in thanksgiving for 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I/We enclose a contribution in the amount of $_____________________ 
 
 
Memorial/Honorarium/Thanksgiving Offering is from:__________________________________________ 

 

Deadline – Sunday, December 13th, 2020 
Sign Up Sheets are in the Narthex 


