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Parish Offices Open  
Monday-Friday 8:30am—5pm 
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John Garrard, Johnathan Kendrick, Cindy Kost, 
Hamilton Moore, Sr., DJ Plunk, Erin Sharp, Jerry 
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309 East Baltimore Street  ♦  Jackson, Tennessee 38301  ♦  731-424-0556  ♦  www.estlukes.org 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Rev. Jeffrey Samuel 
Priest-in-Charge—jeffrey@estlukes.org 
 
Cody Blue Miller 
Organist/Choirmaster -  cody@estlukes.org  
 
Chuck Humphrey 
Youth Minister - chumphr4@gmail.com 
   
Allison Shull 
Parish Administrator—allison@estlukes.org 

Dear friends in Christ, 
Happy New year to all of you! 
New Year is the beginning of new things in our lives; it 
also brings hope, prosperity, peace, and it is an enormous 
transition from the old year to the New Year, old life to 
the new life. New Year encourages us to make a new  
resolution and think of new ideas that help us to move 
further in our busy life.  It constrains us to think about 
what we have lost and what we have gained in our life in 
the past year. The year 2020 was a challenging year for 
the entire world; we have lost so many significant lives 
due to COVID-19—especially our country suffered a lot, 
and this process is still going on. Sometimes I think, if 
God loves the human being, why He is not controlling 
this disease. On the other hand, I believe God is working 
on His project or plan, which is beyond our understanding 
because, as a human being, to know God's plan is impos-
sible. 
However, in my understanding, God wants all of us to 
come closer to Him in the year 2021. We need to give 
more time to our God, spending more time in His pres-
ence, worshiping and sharing His love with others. Thus, 
I would encourage all of you to give thanks to God that 
He has given us good health. Moreover, we were still 
alive and breathing, which is a huge thanksgiving for the 
year 2020. 
 Though, in 2020, we had been facing many challenges in 
our life; in the new year, we need to be stronger in Christ, 
putting strong faith in Him that He is with us. Scripture 
says, "No testing has overtaken you that is not common to 
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested 

beyond your strength, but with the testing, he will also 
provide the way out so that you may be able to endure  

it." (1- Cor: 10:13) 
 I want to encourage you to start this new year with Jesus' name and ask His blood to protect us 
and give us the strength to kick off this new year. 
May this New Year 2021 bring happiness, peace, prosperity, Restoration, and new fearless life 
to us. 
Jeffrey+ 
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The Lectionary: Year b 
 

January 3rd—Second Sunday after Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Psalm 84 or 84:1-8 
 

January 10th—First Sunday after the Epiphany 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 

Psalm 29 
 

January 17th—Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 

 
January 24th—Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 
Psalm 62:6-14 

 
January 31st—Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 
Psalm 111 

 
February 7th—Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-39 
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c 

January Birthdays 
Lorna Chambers 2-Jan 
Allan Trently 4-Jan 
Vickie Clement 5-Jan 

Johnathan Kendrick10-Jan 
Tricia Odom  13-Jan 
Andrew Spraggins 14-Jan 
Joy Lanoue  15-Jan 
Alicia Payne  17-Jan 
Phoebe Larkins 19-Jan 
Jason Cole  24-Jan 
William Hamilton 24-Jan 
John Neblett  24-Jan 
Lee R. Sparks 24-Jan 
Anne Garrard 26-Jan 
Marley Wake 26-Jan 
Glenda Ford  27-Jan 
Angela Parker 27-Jan 
Cindy Kost  28-Jan 

 
 

January Anniversaries  
Ben & Rachel Guyer January 19 
James & Pat Craig  January 26 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held via Zoom 

on Sunday, January 17th at 9 am.  
The meeting booklet and link will be sent out via 
out mass email service, so please make sure that 

Allison has your correct email address. 
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Christian Ed Upcoming Classes 
 

Praying the Psalms 
Join Jennifer Trently on Monday nights from 7 to 8  starting on January 25th as she resumes 
her class, Praying the Psalms. We will be using the Book of Common prayer praying the 
Psalms for Evening prayer, learning more about the types of the Psalms and the history. In  
addition, we will take some each session for the practice of sacred reading.  

 
A Study of the Gospel of Matthew 

Fr. Samuel will be teaching a class studying the Gospel of Matthew starting on Tuesday,  
February 2nd at 11 am.  

 
Be the Bridge 

This is a continuation of the Color of Compromise class taught by Gary Wake, Elizabeth Duke, and Chuck 
Humphrey. Last fall, several members of St. Luke's and some additional people from outside the Jackson area 
studied Jemar Tisby's book and video series The Color of Compromise. At the end of the study, we decided 
we'd like to continue discussion this year.  
Beginning on 1/20 we will continue our discussion from the fall and read the book Be the Bridge by Latasha 
Morrison. Elizabeth Duke, Chuck Humphrey and Gary Wake will continue to facilitate the classes, but the 
class is focused on shared conversations.  
We welcome anyone to join us, regardless of whether or not you were part of the fall class. We do hope you'll 
register so that we can email information as necessary. You can register on the St. Luke’s website. 
Our classes will take place on Zoom at 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings. We hope you'll consider  
joining us for this important work.  

 
You can sign up for all of these classes online on the St. Luke’s Website, estlukes.org. All 
classes will be safely held via Zoom. If you have any questions about any of these classes, 

please contact the office or the individual teaching the class.  

 

Tune in to Faithfully 
Memphis, Bishop 

Phoebe's radio 
show, each Thursday 

at 8 AM on WYXR 91.7 
FM!  

 
You can find the stream of 
this radio show as well as 
past shows at the WYXR 
website, https://wyxr.org/
faithfully-memphis/. 
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Young Families Ministry Update 

Thank you all for continuing to participate as families with our youth meetings. This past year 
has given us a chance to prepare for a new way of doing things at the church we all love. We 
have to be ready to participate all online in a moments notice. I hope and pray that in 2021 we 
will be better prepared and more adjusted to our digital dependency. We will still have issues, 
because the technology and the people using it are imperfect.  Please continue to be patient 
with us and participate as much as possible. The word ‘imperfect’ is defined as faulty or in-
complete. May we all look to the Nazarene to perfect us before the Father all year and all our 
lives. It is a blessing that the hope of Christ and the promises of God the Father are the same, 
whether in-person or online.  

  

Click this link to join St. Luke ’s Sunday school at 9:30am.  

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://zoom.us/j/93616442709  
 

We are also working on recording a Zoom reading of the Feast of Lights with our young fami-
lies. We will be attending this Wednesday, January 6th at 7:00pm. If you would like to join us 
or participate contact me for the script. The following Zoom link will allow you to join us.  

  

Click this link to join St. Luke ’s Youth on Wednesday night at 7:00pm for a devotional.  

St. Luke's is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://zoom.us/j/94149786870  
   

Chuck Humphrey 
Youth Minister  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  
Jackson, TN  

New Vestry Members 
 

The next three pages are the three nominees for the vestry class of 2023. These three  
individuals have volunteered to serve St. Luke’s for the next three years. We are extremely 

great for them and for all of our vestry members.  
We especially would like to thank those who have been service on the vestry in 2020. It has 

been a very… different year that came with both a lot of hard choices and some amazing  
blessings (looking at you, Fr. Jeffrey.) St. Luke’s has weathered 2020 under the guidance and 

leadership of the vestry. Thank you all, and a special thank you to Lee Sparks, the fearless  
senior warden this year. Lee along with DJ Plunk, Hamilton Moore, Cindy Kost, and John 

Garrard are rolling off the vestry this year and we thank them for their hard work. If you see 
them on a zoom call, be sure to give them an extra thanks!  

- Allison 

https://zoom.us/j/93616442709
https://zoom.us/j/94149786870
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Vestry Class of 2023 

Michele Jackson 

 

In what ways have you been involved at St. Luke’s, and how has your involvement shaped and 
informed your everyday life?   
 
I came to St. Luke’s in the summer of 1983.  I was welcomed into the church as well as my 
son, Nicholas.  I have been actively involved in St. Luke’s only recently.  Some years ago, an 
announcement was made for persons interested in being an Acolyte, Lay Reader or Eucharist 
Minister.  I chose Acolyte because of Johnathon Kendrick’s example of service.  I have been 
encouraged by many to increase my service and added Eucharist minister and have led a 
Morning Pray with Lou Perrigo.  I have been active in giving and enjoy seeing the red wagon 
and boxes full for RIFA, Downtown Dogs and Partners in Education.  Iain and I were married 
at St. Luke’s almost 28 years ago.  I have brought family and friends to worship at St. Luke’s, 
St. Luke’s has been a beacon of kindness through the past 37 years.  St. Luke’s is my church 
home.   
 
What do you feel is most important for us as a church community as we move through this 
time of capital growth and development?  
 
I believe in the outreach to young families as a top priority.  Youth bring so much to a church, 
most important is their laughter.  The young keep us all young and interested in the future of 
St. Luke’s.  I will continue to promote St. Luke’s with those I am in contact and continue to be 
community involved in Jackson/Madison County. 
 
What gifts and skills will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry? 
 
I bring the knowledge of budgets and money management.  I am a frugal person by nature and 
that will extend to the St. Luke’s budget.  I will speak my opinion even if it is not popular and 
will work with the decisions made by the Vestry. 

 
 
 
 
 



Vestry Class of 2023 

Jason Cole 

 
In what ways have you been involved at St. Luke’s, and how has your involvement shaped and informed your everyday 
life?  
 
St. Luke’s became our spiritual home in 2012.  I had a religious upbringing—raised Southern Baptist—but grew to find 
myself at odds with some of the ideas I had been taught at that young age.  I had become, if not disillusioned, then at 
least dormant in my faith.  Once we found the Episcopal Church and St. Luke’s specifically, I discovered what had been 
lacking: communal faith, a deep connection to the ancient history of Christianity, the weekly reminder that “all are wel-
come at God’s table”, the idea that “reason” is one leg of the Episcopal “three-legged stool”, and a warm, non-
judgmental approach to faith, love, and acceptance of others.  I was confirmed in short order.  In the time since, I have 
worked to grow in my faith.  The community and programs of St. Luke’s have contributed to that, whether it be serving 
at RIFA, the fellowship of the Foyer groups, teaching youth Sunday School for a short while, participating in the Young 
Families Ministries, or serving on the Christian Education and Technology Committees.  I can only hope that I have pro-
vided for others even a portion of what this community has given me. 
 
 
What do you feel is most important for us as a church community as we move through this time of capital growth and 
development?   
 
That is a difficult question for me.  I do not consider myself an expert in these matters and would not be so bold as to 
suggest that I have the precise solutions.  If I were to speak on what currently concerns me the most, it would be recover-
ing from whatever damage the ongoing pandemic has done to our church community.  Much of Episcopal worship re-
volves around communal faith, the liturgical practices we take on, and the events we attend that punctuate the year.  
Episcopalians are nurtured by the knowledge that our salvation is communal.  When I waiver in my faith, I know that I 
have others who are believing on my behalf.  When I am feeling secure in my faith, I know that it is my turn to take up 
the mantle for someone who is struggling.  When we feel overconfident, forgetting to depend on God, along comes Lent 
to give us a sober reminder.  We have the beautiful anticipation of Advent.  These are all physical reminders that keep us 
focused, and they have been tragically disrupted during the pandemic.  I imagine this has also disrupted stewardship 
within the church. 
 
 
What gifts and skills will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry? 
 
Honestly, I am not entirely sure what skills I have to bring to the Vestry.  I do not consider myself a natural leader.  I am 
certainly not a financial expert.  I am, perhaps, a listener.  I try to listen to what others around me are saying as much as 
possible while attempting not to put my own interpretations on what is being said.  I like to restate what I have heard or 
ask clarification questions to avoid as much misunderstanding as possible.  It does not always work, of course.  Still, in 
most committees I have served on (church or professional), I have always shied away from the chair position.  I am not 
usually the one bringing new ideas before the group.  I am, however, the one who listens to ideas, weighs the pros and 
cons of each, and seeks out practical means of enacting those ideas.  This may not be the most ringing self-endorsement.  
Simply put, I suppose I am a highly creative problem-solver in situations that affect only myself, my family, and/or those 
in my close-knit circle of influence.  But when the affected group is larger and more diverse, I prefer to listen and take in 
all the voices. 
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Vestry Class of 2023 

 

Vickie Clement 
 

 
 

In what ways have you been involved at St. Luke’s, and how has your involvement shaped 
and informed 
your everyday life?   
 
Since being confirmed in 2009, I have been involved with the choir and have enjoyed  
working with the ECW. Being a member of St. Luke’s gives me an opportunity to be of  
service to my church and my community. I believe that here at St. Luke’s we are making a 
difference in the world by following Christ’s example. 
 
What do you feel is most important for us as a church community as we move through this 
time of capital 
growth and development?  
 
I think it’s important for us to maintain what we have here at St. Luke’s and to look to the  
future with realistic goals for growth and sustainability. 
 
What gifts and skills will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry? 
 
The gifts and skills I would bring to the vestry would be my dedication, ability to work with 
others, sense of humor, and ability to stay on task.  



 

SAINT LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
309 East Baltimore Street 
Jackson, Tennessee 38301 

www.estlukes.org 
stlukes@estlukes.org 

Find us on Facebook, too! 

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  -  Welcoming All To Worship the Risen Christ and Live As His 

 
 
 

 

 2021 Altar Flowers,  
Supplies, and Candle  

Sign-up Sheets 
 The 2021 sign-up sheets are ready! Even though we are 
going through difficult times and not able to be together 
in person at this time we can still honor and show our 
love through the altar flowers. If you would like to sign 
up for altar flowers for a Sunday, or to provide for the 
altar supplies or candles, please email me at alli-
son@estlukes.org and I will get you on the schedule. If 
you have any questions, please let me know! - Allison  
 

mailto:allison@estlukes.org
mailto:allison@estlukes.org

