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May 1, 2020 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 On April 2, I wrote to inform you that services for the 
month of April would be suspended.  I must now inform you that 
for the health and well-being of this parish, the suspension of ser-
vices is to be extended through May 10, 2020.   
 
 Our city and county mayors have shown extraordinary 
leadership in a difficult time.  The city has published an Economic 
Recovery Plan.  If you have not seen it, it can be accessed here: 
 
https://www.jacksontncovid.com/economicrecoveryplan/ 
 
We are currently in Phase One.  Phase Two, which includes the 
reopening of churches, is due to go into effect on Monday, May 4.  
To be honest, with the number of cases, especially those of un-
known origin, continuing to increase, this seems to be premature.   
 
 In addition, we simply are not prepared to reopen.  Our 
cleaning crew will be conducting a thorough cleaning of our facili-
ty, including electrostatic sanitization.  (For those of you that are 
Lift members, this is the same process they are using to prepare for 
reopening.)  We are installing hand sanitization stations at various 
entry points as well as hand sanitizer in the narthex.   
 
 Please understand that even when we are able to meet 
again, it will be with certain restrictions and guidelines in place.  
Allison and I meet weekly via Zoom with the Bishop and Canon, 
and before reopening, we must submit a plan for approval from 
them.  Your vestry is working to come up with a plan to at least 
begin to have some version of in-person services again. 
 
 St. Luke’s has survived wars, schisms, and even the de-
struction of our building.  We will survive this, too.  Please pray 
for our leaders and your vestry.  Most of all, take care of your-
selves. 
 
 In Christ, 
 Lee R. Sparks 

https://www.jacksontncovid.com/economicrecoveryplan/
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The Lectionary: Year A 

 

May 3rd the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47 

1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

Psalm 23 
 

May 10 the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 7:55-60 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 

May 17th the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 
Psalm 66:7-18 

 
May 24th the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:6-14 
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 

 
May 31st the Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

John 20:19-23 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

May Birthdays 
Susan Francisco*   2-May 
Caroline Wells    3-May 
Annika Jerge    4-May 
Emily Canter    5-May 
James Dowd Jr.    5-May 
Jeffery Lake    6-May 
Danny Ecoff    6-May 
Trip Sullivan III    6-May 
Todd Wilhite    7-May 
Beth Parnell     7-May 
John Nenarella    8-May 
Virginia DeWitt    8-May 
Bob Beare    9-May 
Caleb Jessie    9-May 
Melody White                10-May 
Tommy Hedgepeth               15-May 
Claire Dempsey                            15-May 
Georgina Harlan                            15-May 
Olivia Nelson                16-May 
Lisa Sullivan                             18-May 
Brendan Kayal                18-May 
Nancy Guyton                                           21-May 

May Anniversaries 
Allan & Jennifer Trently*  5/6/2005 
Quincy & Emily Rhoads              5/15/2010 
Mr. & Ms. Jessie                            5/18/2002 
John & Jackie Foxx                            5/25/1985 
Will & Allison Shull                            5/29/2009 

Online Membership Directory 
It’s finally here! St. Luke’s now has an online directory! Starting on May 11th, you should be re-
ceiving an email with your username and password. From there you can log on to the member-

ship website, there will be a link on the website.  
Once you log on you will be able to edit your own information, add a profile picture, hide infor-
mation that you do not want to share, check your giving statement, and you will be able to look 

up other members contact information!  
The default information that will be shared to everyone  once the directory goes live will be the 
following: your name, address, phone numbers, email, family information, and your birthday 

(just the month and date, not year.) 
If you do not what to share any part of this information, please log on and make the changes. You 

can also contact Allison at Allison@estlukes.org, and she can go in and make the changes for 
you.  

We encourage you to log on and make use of this new resource yourself. If you run into difficul-
ties, again, contact Allison, she can set up a time to walk you through the steps.  
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The state is gradually reopening, and most people are scared to be in 
public. Many people are doing what is necessary, while taking pre-
cautions according to their needs. Being fearless is not normally as-
sociated with being wise, scripture is clear that there is a certain 
amount of healthy fear. On the other hand, like too much of any-
thing, we can allow too much fear to take over our lives. We can live 
fearlessly when we truly consider our relationship with Christ in our 
daily decision making. 

 Faith in Christ is truly allowing God to have sovereignty 
over our lives, or our minds and hearts. I am not claiming to be able 
to do this all the time or most of the time. I am saying, the quality of 
our lives is greatly improved when we lay our anxieties, stressors, 
and fears at the foot of the cross through a continual regiment of 
prayer. This is the point of the 40 days of the Easter season, find the 
Christ after he suffered for us and allow him to finish his work in our 
hearts and minds.  

Practicing our faith has become more difficult to do without 
our normal routines and without being able to physically be in the 
presence of one another. It is the sound of our choir guiding us 
through our service and the light passing through our stained-glass 
windows that helps us focus on worshiping.  Prayer and meditation 
in this communal setting helps remind us that we are not alone.  

During the 39 days leading up to the ascension of Christ, the 
apostles were having a similar problem. The messiah was gone, 
nothing that they had expected had come to pass, and all was lost. 
They had abandoned their routines without their rabbi and returned 
to their daily routines; same as before. They did not have Zoom 
meetings or online church services to help them stay the course. 
Christ had to do it for them, again by way of his resurrection and fre-
quent visits throughout this time. Christ had a little more explaining 
to do. 

Ten days before Pentecost, Christ led his apostles out to 
Bethany. Bethany is thought to be a site where people who were ill 
and contagious were sent. There he ascended to heaven vindicating 
his ministry and authorizing the apostles to begin theirs; which leads 
to ours. We truly have an intercessor at the right hand of the Father 
and we are authorized to live fearlessly as Christians for the whole 
world to see. However, we cannot do this at the risk of others; we 
are not authorized to do so.  

 

Chuck Humphrey, 
Youth Minister 
 
“He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged”-Deuteronomy 31:8 

    

ComeUnity Café 
In this time of Covid-19, our neigh-
bors at ComeUnity Café have been 
working hard to meet the needs of 

our community. They are still doing 
take out meals for those who need 

them but unable to have volunteers to 
help work in the dining room. If you 
have to get out, thinking about pur-
chasing your lunch there. Their food 
is always delicious and they do so 

much for our community.  

RIFA Backpack Snacks 
Even though we are not gathering 
together at this time, the needs of 

our community continue. When you 
are out getting your essentials, think 

about picking up some of the  
individual serving size Mac and 

Cheese. We will collect these once 
we are able to gather together again. 

Room in the Inn 
St. Luke’s is hosting Room in the Inn 
on May 24th this month at First Meth-
odist. If you have any questions, please 

contact Rachel Guyer at 
rar.guyer@gmail.com or Mary Ann 

Gucker crittermama1948@gmail.com. 

Office Hours 
Allison is returning to the office this 

week. She will be working shorter hours 
but will be around if you need anything. 
Please call or email Allison before com-

ing by the office. While the shelter in 
place order is lifting, we are still needing 
to maintain social distancing, so we need 

to minimize contact. 731-424-0556 or 
Allison@estlukes.org 



 

SAINT LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
309 East Baltimore Street 
Jackson, Tennessee 38301 

www.estlukes.org 
stlukes@estlukes.org 

Find us on Facebook, too! 

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  -  Welcoming All To Worship the Risen Christ and Live As His 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

Online Giving 

St. Luke's is happy to announce that we now have online giving! 
If you go to https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/estlukes, there is also a link on the St. 

Luke’s website, you can go and setup online giving.  
You can now chose to set up an account or just give. If you set up an account you can set up 

reoccurring gifts, see past gifts, and it links to our membership system.  
If you would like to set this up and need assistance, please contact Allison in the  

office at Allison@estlukes.org or  
731-424-0556. She will happy to set up a time to either walk you through setting this up 

with you or setting it up for you.  
 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/estlukes

